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Background: Streetfoods have  become a popular source of food in urban
Philippines because they are cheap, convenient and good tasting. However, their
safety remains a value yet to be desired.  Thus, there is a need to improve the
streetfood vending livelihood system in urban centers, e.g. Taguig, Metro Manila.
Objectives:  To improve the streetfood livelihood vending system, through
training; To develop Nutrition Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
materials for use in the Training; To provide trainors and streetfood vendor-
trainees with basic knowledge on nutrition, food safety, legislations and
cooperatives; and To assist in the passage of an ordinance on streetfood
vending at the Sangguniang Bayan.  Methods: The Project consisted of two
phases: Phase I, the establishment of a streetfood vending center which include
provision of the physical structure, development of IEC materials for use in the
Training, and conduct of a two- level training; and Phase II, compliance
monitoring, subject to the completion and passage of an ordinance on streetfood
vending  to serve as guide for regulating streetfood activities.   Results: The
strategic vending site in Taguig, Metro Manila and potential trainors were
identified.  A two-level training was conducted: the first level being the Trainors’
Training, and the second level, Streetfood Vendors’ Training. The Trainors’
Training, consisting of lectures on nutrition, food safety, hazard analysis critical
control point (HACCP), legal requirements in streetfood vending and cooperative
development, was attended by 25 participants from the Taguig Municipal
Government who were health and nutrition workers, social workers, barangay
affairs officers, municipal implementors/coordinators, representatives from the
Clean and Green Department and the Department of Education.  The Streetfood
Vendors’ Training, which was conducted by the previously trained Trainors and
attended by 33 male and female streetfood vendors from Lower Bicutan Market,
covered the same topics in the Trainors’ Training.  IEC materials, like the
“Training Manual on Improving Streetfoods Quality and Safety”,  two (2) video
materials on streetfoods, recipes formulated by the FNRI as well as leaflets and
flyers, were developed for use in the Training.  The Ordinance on Streetfood
Vending, which passed the 2nd reading during the previous administration was
resubmitted for sponsorship at the Sangguniang Bayan under the new
administration.  Conclusion and Recommendations: The improvement of the
streetfood livelihood system in  Taguig was found to be highly dependent on the
Streetfood Task Force e.g. the continuous conduct of  training of streetfood
vendors, the site-identification and operationalization of the Vending Center and
the implementation of the Ordinance on Streetfood Vending, all rely on the
political will and commitment of the local officials.  It is recommended that the
lessons learned from this experience serve as guide for future project of a similar
nature. 
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